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The  1923  Cie.  Litho.  Essays  of  Haiti 

by  F.  BURTON  SELLERS 

URING  the  night  of  July  30,  1915,  United  States  Marines  occupied  Haiti,  landing  in 
Port-Au-Prince  and  ultimately  spreading  throughout  the  entire  country.  The  osten- 

sible  reason  for  the  occupation  was  to  protect  American  lives  and  property  in  the 

wake  of  bloody  revolutionary  activities  following  the  overthrow  of  President  Oreste  Zamor 
and  his  successors,  Davilmar  Theodore  and  Vilbrun  Guillaume  Sam,  all  in  the  short  space  of 
nine  months.  These  bloody  activities  had  culminated  on  July  27,  28,  1915  in  the  massacre  of 
more  than  a hundred  defenseless  political  prisoners  at  Port-Au-Prince  and  the  violation  of 
the  French  Legation  in  which  President  Sam  had  taken  refuge  from  the  wrath  of  the  popu- 
lace. Sam’s  seizure  and  horrible  mutilation  and  assassination  led  to  the  troop  landings. 

A more  underlying  and  long-standing  motive  for  the  occupation  may  have  been  to  pre- 
vent the  intervention  of  German  forces,  many  of  whose  nationals  operated  profitable  enter- 
prises in  the  principal  Haitian  cities  and  whose  lives  and  property  were  also  at  risk.  Further, 
substantial  debts  were  owed  to  American  nationals  and  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country 
were  in  absolute  chaos  with  little  possibility  of  improvement. 

Whatever  the  occupying  motives  may  have  been,  the  U.S.  presence  in  Haiti  persisted 
until  August  1934  when  American  forces  were  withdrawn  at  the  orders  of  then  U.S.  Presi- 
dent Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt.  This  long  occupation  had  a profound  affect  on  Haitian 
philately.  Not  only  did  the  U.S.  appoint  a financial  advisor,  a general  receiver  of  customs, 
engineers  in  charge  of  public  works  and  a constabulary  officered  by  U.S.  marines,  but  also 
an  advisor  to  the  postal  service  who  exercised  virtual  control  over  all  postal  affairs,  including 
Haitian  stamp-issuing  policies. 

It  was  under  this  U.S.  control  that  the  great  spate  of  Haitian  overprints  saw  their  birth. 
As  supplies  of  lower  denomination  stamps  were  needed,  available  supplies  of  higher  denomi- 
nation stamps  were  overprinted  to  fill  the  need.  This  conserved  badly  needed  foreign  ex- 
change which  would  have  been  expended  to  purchase  new  stamps  from  security  printers 
abroad.  This  overprinting  practice  began  shortly  after  the  occupation  started  in  1915  and 
continued  for  five  years,  giving  rise  to  all  the  stamps  listed  as  Scott  numbers  235  through 
308.  Not  a single  newly-printed  issue  of  stamps  appeared  following  the  Leconte  issue  of  1912 
until  the  allegorical  issue  of  1920.  The  sole  exception  was  the  ill-fated  “stolen  issue’’  of 
1915-1916,  whose  stamps  in  our  collections  come  solely  from  the  stolen  quantities.  The 
stamps  were  never  placed  on  sale  at  post  offices  and  perhaps  should  properly  be  classified  as 
essays.  See  the  American  Philatelic  Congress  Book  of  1966  (No.  32)  for  the  complete  story 
of  this  intriguing  issue. 

Finally  in  1920  even  the  supply  of  higher  value  stamps  available  for  overprinting  was 
nearing  exhaustion  and  new  stamps  were  clearly  needed.  Turning  not  unnaturally  to  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company,  which  had  previously  printed  all  but  one  of  the  various  20th 
century  issues  of  Haiti,  the  authorities  ordered  a series  of  five  stamps  depicting  allegories  of 
agriculture  and  commerce  (Scott  numbers  310-314)  which  were  placed  on  sale  in  April  1920. 
They,  too,  were  rapidly  consumed,  partly  as  the  result  of  overprinting  substantial  quantities 
of  the  5,  10  and  15  centimes  values  with  the  letters  “T.M.’’  (for  “Timbre  Mobile’’)  for  use 
as  revenue  stamps. 

Many  Haitians  chafed  under  the  restrictions  of  the  occupation,  not  the  least  being  the 
local  philatelists  who  hoped  for  truly  Haitian  stamps  produced  in  Haiti.  In  1923,  Edmond 
Mangones  attempted  to  induce  the  U.S.  authorities  to  use  local  printers  for  future  stamp 
issues,  the  end  of  the  overprinting  era  having  been  signalled  by  the  appearance  of  the  alle- 
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Fig.  la.  Designs  suggested  by  Mangones. 


gorical  issue.  Mr.  Mangones  was  a prominent  Haitian  businessman  who  operated  a large 
sugar  cane  plantation  in  the  Cul  De  Sac  plain  near  Port-Au-Prince.  He  was  also  active  in 
public  affairs,  having  served  in  Congress  in  1913,  and  in  1922  was  mayor  of  Port-Au-Prince. 
Beyond  these  activities,  his  thirst  for  culture  made  him  an  inveterate  collector  of  documents, 
books,  historic  artifacts,  coins  and  stamps,  and  he  spent  many  hours  with  his  collections. 

One  of  his  personal  friends  was  Mr.  Widmaer,  president  of  the  Compagnie  Litho- 
graphique  d’Haiti  in  Port-Au-Prince.  Sometime  in  1922  or  1923,  Mangones  suggested  to 
Widmaer  that  he  prepare  some  stamp  essays  for  consideration  by  the  postal  authorities. 
Mangones  not  only  specifically  suggested  at  least  four  possible  designs  but  also  furnished 
photographs  on  which  other  designs  could  be  based.  The  four  items  of  Fig.  la  were  based  on 
designs  suggested  by  Mangones  and  the  next  six  (Fig.  lb)  were  based  on  the  photographs  he 
furnished.  The  last  two  items  (Fig.  Ic)  were  designs  created  by  Widmaer  himself. 

The  black  and  white  illustrations  do  not  do  justice  to  these  12  items.  They  were  all 
hand-drawn  in  bright  colors  on  heavy  cardboard  and  can  be  classified  as  artist’s  sketches. 
Pencil  ruling  lines  for  dimensions  are  still  evident  on  many  and  heavily  inked  corners  on  the 
50  centimes  values  outline  their  size  limits.  The  5,  10,  both  20  and  the  25  centimes  values  are 
in  single  colors,  whereas  the  balance  are  bicolored.  Colors  are  green,  red,  brown  and  blue 
for  the  monochromatic  sketches  and  bicolor  combinations  of  these  four  basic  colors  for  the 
other  seven  sketches.  The  30  centimes  map  and  50  centimes  citadel  sketches  are  the  most 
colorful,  although  the  1 gourde  value  of  the  National  Palace  with  its  portico,  towers  and 
many  windows  and  the  multi-colored  coat  of  arms  of  the  5 gourde  value  are  probably  the 
most  exacting  artistic  products.  The  30  centimes  map  stamp  has  the  frame  and  land  masses 
in  a burgundy  red  color  and  the  oceans  are  depicted  with  parallel  lines  of  greenish  blue.  The 
Citadel  of  the  50  centimes  is  in  deep  blue  and  the  frame  in  black. 

Figures  2 through  14  show  representative  examples  of  the  various  essays  that  were  pro- 
duced based  on  the  artist’s  sketches;  every  essay  of  any  given  denomination  is  different  in 
color  from  every  other  one  of  like  denomination.  There  are  also  some  differences  in  design 
or  perforation.  Colors  cover  the  chromatic  range,  often  with  various  shades  of  the  same 
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Fig.  lb.  Designs  based  on  photos  furnished  by  Mangones. 


Fig.  Ic.  Designs  created  by  Widmaer. 


basic  color.  Apparently  Widmaer  was  trying  to  find  the  color  most  suitable  for  each  design, 
or  to  offer  the  postal  authorities  a variety  of  colors  from  which  to  make  selections. 

Examination  of  the  nine  5 centimes  essays  (see  Fig.  2)  discloses  that  six  larger  essays 
rather  faithfully  reproduce  the  5 centimes  sketch  of  Figure  la,  although  there  are  minor  dif- 
ferences as  would  be  expected.  There  is  no  artist’s  sketch  counterpart  of  three  smaller-sized  5 
centimes  essays  (Fig.  2)  in  which  the  effigies  of  Toussaint  L’Ouverture  and  Jean  Jacques 
Dessalines  have  been  exchanged  at  left  and  center  and  a different  portrait  of  Toussaint  used. 

Similarly,  there  are  no  counterpart  sketches  of  the  two  different  10  centimes  essays  of 
Fig.  3 which  portray  in  two  sizes  two  different  portraits  of  then  President  Louis  Borno. 
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Fig.  2.  Perf.  11  Vi  at  bottom  right. 


Fig.  3.  Note  reversed  “10”  at  top  right.  Corrected  “10”  essays  at 
bottom. 


There  are  reversed  numerals  on  the  first  five  examples  of  the  larger  sized  Borno  essays, 
which  were  corrected  on  the  two  redrawn  essays  and  accompanied  by  other  changes  in  the 
country  name,  date  of  the  Borno  election,  and  the  framework  around  the  portrait. 

The  15  centimes  essays  (Fig.  4)  have  their  artist  sketch  counterpart,  to  which  they  are 
quite  similar.  Three  20  centimes  essays  (Fig.  5)  have  no  artist  sketch  counterpart,  but  eight 
essays  of  the  Ministry  Offices  (Fig.  6)  are  quite  similar  to  the  artist’s  sketch  of  this  20  cen- 
times item.  However,  note  that  the  palm  tree  at  left  in  the  sketch  has  been  relocated,  the 
building  modified  and  shifted  to  the  right  with  a flag  added  to  the  central  tower,  and  the 
roadway  approach  modified. 

The  25  centimes  essays  (Fig.  7)  depicting  the  statue  of  Dessalines  were  not  signalled  by  a 
sketch,  but  the  peasant  woman  essays  (Fig.  8)  conform  closely  to  the  Widmaer  sketch. 
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Fig.  4.  Frame  only  (left);  bicolored  (right). 


Fig.  6.  Perf.  IIV2  horiz.  right. 


Fig.  7. 


Fig.  8.  Perf.  IIV2  vert,  right. 


Reasons  for  the  strange  partial  perforations  of  one  of  these  essays  and  of  several  of  the  other 
lower  denominations  are  not  known.  They  may  have  been  made  to  test  the  perforating 
equipment,  which  was  11  Vi. 
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Fig.  9.  Frame  and  map  only  Geft);  bicolored 
(right). 


The  significance  of  the  lines  in  the  ocean  area  on  both  the  sketch  and  the  essays  of  the 
30  centimes  map  type  (Fig.  9)  is  not  known,  but  they  probably  represent  shipping  line  routes. 
The  lines  connecting  New  York  to  the  location  in  the  Gulf  of  Gonave  of  Port-Au-Prince  and 
then  continuing  on  southward  to  Panama  may  very  well  represent  the  route  of  the  New  York 
and  Canal  Zone  Line  which  operated  a number  of  steamers  in  this  service  at  that  time.  The 
other  lines  may  represent  connections  to  the  westward  to  either  New  Orleans  or  Mexico  and 
to  the  eastward  to  St.  Thomas  and  to  Puerto  Rico.  Conformity  of  the  essays  to  the  artist’s 
sketch  is  exceptional,  the  only  significant  difference  being  the  treatment  of  the  shore  lines. 


Fig.  10.  Frame  only,  reversed  “N”  in  Centimes  top  left; 
Bicolored,  reversed  “N”  top  right; 

Frame  only,  corrected  “N”  bottom  left; 
Bicolored,  corrected  “N”  bottom  right. 


Just  as  the  producer  of  the  lithographic  stones  had  difficulty  with  the  reversed  numerals 
of  the  10  centimes  essays  of  Fig.  3,  he  reversed  the  letter  “N”  in  “Centimes”  in  three  50  cen- 
times essays  (Fig.  10).  This  error  was  corrected  in  three  subsequent  essays.  Once  again  essay 
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Fig.  11. 


Fig.  12. 


conformity  to  the  sketch  is  exceptional,  although  the  “Citadel”  has  now  been  renamed 
“Citadel  De  Milot.”  Milot  is  a small  village  near  Cap  Haitien,  principal  city  on  the  north 
coast  of  Haiti.  It  is  situated  near  the  foot  of  “Bonnet  a I’Eveque”  (Bishop’s  Mitre),  the  peak 
on  which  the  Citadel  fortress  is  located. 

The  full-face  portrait  of  President  Louis  Borno  on  the  2 gourdes  essays  (Fig.  11)  is  an 
obvious  modification  of  the  artist’s  sketch  of  Figure  lb,  whereas  six  other  essays  (Fig.  12) 
almost  exactly  duplicate  the  artist’s  sketch.  It  would  appear  that  President  Borno  had  been 
to  his  barber  and  his  mustache  significantly  trimmed  of  its  wax  extremities  in  the  first  of 
these  essays ! It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  denomination  on  both  types  of  these  essays 
was  correctly  pluralized  in  the  upper  corners,  whereas  the  sketch  incorrectly  used  the  singular 
“gourde.”  Although  the  artist’s  sketch  of  this  2 gourdes  value  was  bicolored,  with  a bur- 
gundy frame  and  black  vignette  done  in  pencil,  all  of  the  essays  of  both  types  are  in  only 
single  colors. 


Fig.  13. 
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A few  other  composite  essays  similar  to  Fig.  13  are  known.  Their  existence  and  layout, 
coupled  with  the  absence  to  date  of  any  multiples  of  any  of  the  essays,  strongly  suggests  that 
only  a single  lithographic  stone  was  made  for  each  value  of  the  single  color  essays.  For  the 
bicolored  essays  of  the  15,  30  and  50  centimes  and  1 and  2 gourde  values  obviously  separate 
stones  were  made  of  the  frames  and  vignettes.  This  is  supported  by  the  essays  of  the  frames 
only  of  the  centimes  values,  though  none  have  been  reported  to  date  of  the  gourdes  values. 
Neither  have  any  essays  of  the  vignettes  alone  been  reported. 

Of  the  1 and  5 gourdes  bicolored  essays,  only  single  copies  of  each  (Fig.  14)  have  been 
noted.  The  vignette  of  the  National  Palace  in  the  essay  is  a significantly  different  view  from 
that  of  the  artist’s  sketch,  although  obviously  of  the  same  building  and  with  the  “Palais 
National”  legend  added.  The  multi-hued  artist’s  sketch  of  the  5 gourdes  value  (Fig.  Ic)  is  far 
more  colorful  than  the  essay  in  Fig.  14,  even  though  the  latter  is  bicolored  and  the  coat  of 
arms  enlarged  and  more  skillfully  executed.  The  word  “Gourde”  of  the  sketch  has  also  been 
corrected  to  “Gourdes”  in  the  essay. 


Fig.  14. 


No  essays  of  the  10  centimes  “Liberty  Head”,  20  centimes  “Open  Book”  and  25  cen- 
times “Worker  with  Scythe”  types  have  been  reported  to  date.  Perhaps  Widmaer  concluded 
that  the  other  versions  of  these  three  denominations  were  more  appropriate  or  marketable, 
and  hence  none  of  the  three  just  cited  were  essayed. 

Although  the  project  for  producing  stamps  based  on  these  Cie.  Litho.  essays  was 
approved  by  the  Haitian  Council  of  Secretaries,  the  American  advisor  to  the  Haitian  postal 
service  rejected  the  project  as  he  did  not  think  the  company  was  properly  equipped  to  pro- 
duce the  stamps.  That  did  not  prevent  use  of  the  designs  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany to  produce  a series  of  five  stamps  (Scott  Numbers  315-319),  shown  as  Fig.  15.  The 
general  designs,  and  clearly  the  vignettes,  are  directly  taken  from  the  proposed  Mangones- 
Widmaer  designs.  Whether  this  was  known  and/or  acquiesced  to  by  either  Mangones  or 
Widmaer,  or  whether  either  received  any  compensation  or  even  recognition  for  their  contri- 
butions, is  not  known.  In  any  case,  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  emissions  made  their 
appearance  on  September  3,  1924  and  continued  in  use  into  the  1930’s,  concurrently  with  re- 
mainders and  reprintings  of  the  allegory  series. 

Mr.  Mangones  died  on  May  19,  1967,  and  his  magnificent  collection  of  South  American 
and  Haitian  coins  was  sold  at  auction  by  Harmer,  Rooke  Numismatics  on  April  8,  1976.  His 
stamps  were  next  offered  at  auction  on  May  5,  1976  by  Harmer,  Rooke  and  Company.  All 
of  the  artist’s  sketches  and  all  but  a few  of  the  essays  depicted  herein  came  from  his  col- 
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Fig.  15. 


lection  at  that  sale.  His  family  also  established  in  Haiti  the  Edmond  Mangones  Foundation 
in  which  reposes  a large  part  of  his  library,  to  serve  as  a source  of  information  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  the  Americas  and  particularly  of  Haiti. 


Literature  in  Review 

Opinions  III — Philatelic  Expertizing,  An  Inside  View,  published  by  The  Philatelic  Founda- 
tion, edited  by  Elizabeth  C.  Pope.  1985.  Hardbound,  198  pages,  illustrated.  Available  from 
the  Foundation  at  270  Madison  Ave.,  New  York,  NY  10016  for  $29.50  postpaid. 

This  third  volume  in  a series  begun  in  1983  follows  its  predecessors  in  scope  and  pur- 
pose, containing  articles  by  acknowledged  experts  on  examining  and  evaluating  stamps  and 
covers.  Articles  are  grouped  under  three  heads  — U.S.,  U.S.  air  post  and  back  of  the  book, 
and  British  Commonwealth  and  general  foreign — which  contain  15,  13  and  eight  articles,  re- 
spectively. Thus,  as  formerly,  emphasis  is  on  U.S.  Fully  17  of  these  deal  with  stamps 
primarily  rather  than  usage,  so  a better  balance  with  postal  history  has  been  achieved.  Most 
of  the  articles  are  relatively  short — three,  four  or  five  pages  — and  not  too  technical.  In  fact, 
many  of  them  make  interesting  “whodunit”  reading. 

Of  special  interest  to  EP/ readers  is  Robert  Odenweller’s  “Traps  for  the  Unwary — the 
1950  London  Exhibition  Reproductions”  of  the  Penny  Black  and  other  British  classics, 
somewhat  along  the  line  of  the  Peckmore  reproduction  we  have  featured  here  the  past  few 
years.  BRM 
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The  Missing  Link  Discovered 

Between  Hodges’  and  Dye’s  Bank  Note 
Detectors/Delineators 

by  RONALD  L HORSTMAN 
©1986  Ronald  L.  Horstman 

ILLIAM  H.  Dilliston,  in  his  monumental  work  of  1949  entitled  Bank  Note  Report- 
ers and  Counterfeit  Detectors,  mentions  that  J.  Tyler  Hodges’  1857  New  Bank 

\Note  Safe-Guard  was  apparently  pirated  from  John  S.  Dye’s  1855  Bank  Note 

Plate  Delineator.  Dilliston  cites  the  similarity  of  wording  in  the  introductions  and  the  fact 
that  identical  errors  in  spelling  of  place  names  are  found  in  both  works. 

Now  a new  link  has  been  discovered  which  further  ties  these  two  publications  together. 
In  1856,  Hodges  and  Company,  Bankers,  Brokers,  Specie  and  Bullion  Dealers,  located  at 
271  Broadway  in  New  York,  published  Hodges'  New  Bank  Note  Delineator:  A Complete 
Spurious  and  Altered  Bill  Detector  giving  correct  printed  description  of  all  the  genuine  notes 
of  every  denomination  of  all  banks  doing  business  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  The  310  pages  of  this  book  measure  12x7  inches  and  are  laid  out  in  exactly  the 
same  manner  as  the  1855  Dye’s.  An  interesting  handwritten  comment  is  found  on  the  inside 
front  cover;  “Notes  in  which  blanks  are  left  for  amount  of  some  either  filled  in  or  not  after- 
wards are  marked  ‘PN  or  Post  Notes’ — which  is  found  generally  printed  on  same.’’ 

This  publication  was  printed  quarterly  for  the  next  decade,  changing  titles  once  and 
publishers  several  times.  In  1861-62,  it  was  called  Hodges'  American  Bank  Note  Safe-Guard 
and  was  published  by  Daniel  M.  Hodges,  a brother  of  J.  Tyler  Hodges.  Daniel’s  son  Edwin 
M.  Hodges  was  listed  as  publisher  of  the  1863  edition.  These  issues  undoubtedly  served  the 
financial  interests  well  and  are  highly  prized  today  by  numismatic  book  collectors. 

Shown  herein  are  reproductions  of  certain  pages  from  each  of  the  three 
volumes — Dye’s  1855,  Hodges’  1856,  and  Hodges’  1861-62 — illustrating  the  great  similari- 
ties among  them.  Also  included  is  a transcript  of  the  text  on  an  introductory  page  to  the 
1856  Hodges’  setting  forth  the  rationale  for  the  Delineator — giving  printed  descriptions  of 
the  genuine  notes  rather  than  of  specific  frauds — and  testimonials  to  the  efficacy  of  this 
method  from  various  bank  note  printers.  Dilliston  calls  such  lists  “bank  note  descriptive 
lists’’  rather  than  “reporters’’  or  “detectors,’’  incidentally. 

After  years  of  toil  and  great  expense,  this  work  has  at  length  been  completed,  and  we 
may  safely  assert  that  no  work  was  ever  published  in  any  language,  or  in  any  country,  of 
greater  utility  for  commercial  purposes.  It  is  of  interest  and  importance  to  every  individual, 
of  every  age,  condition  or  sex,  who  handles  a dollar  of  the  miscellaneous  and  precarious 
paper  currency  of  our  country. 

The  paper  money  of  the  United  States  is  of  such  infinite  variety  of  design  and  execution, 
that  the  artful  and  accomplished  counterfeiter  can  sport  upon  and  defy  the  preceptions  (sic) 
of  the  great  majority  of  our  people.  And  the  frequent  and  cruel  impositions  so  repeatedly 
practised  upon  the  honest  and  credulous,  have  derived  their  impunity  from  the  fact  that  other 
works  and  Detectors,  have  only  attempted  to  direct  attention  to  the  spurious  and  counterfeit, 
while  in  our  Delineator  alone,  has  the  idea  been  developed  of  minutely  describing  the 
genuine  Bank  notes. 

A new  counterfeit  or  spurious  Bank  note  is  prepared  by  a rogue  who  with  his  numerous 
accomplices  and  confederates  distribute  and  circulate  their  issue  simultaneously,  in  different 
and  distant  localities.  These  notes  (not  being  described  in  the  Reporters  and  Detectors)  being 
readily  taken  by  the  unsuspecting,  and  by  the  imperfect  judges,  in  a short  time  obtain  an  ex- 
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Fig.  2.  Second  title  page  of  Dye’s  Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator,  1855 
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tensive  circulation;  and  days,  weeks,  and,  in  some  instances,  months  have  elapsed,  before  the 
original  Bank  Note  Reporters  have  informed  the  community  that  they  have  been  fearfully 
victimized.  Thus  being  at  last  exposed,  but  not  until  he  has  reaped  a rich  harvest  from  his 
first  issue,  the  counterfeiter  again  takes  the  plate  to  his  haunt  and  alters  it  to  some  other 
Bank  or  denomination,  and  may  do  the  same  thing  again  and  again,  and  each  time  with  im- 
punity and  profit,  before  the  Detectors  can  act  as  an  efficient  check  on  his  proceedings. 

But  the  Delineator  always  and  in  every  case  acts  as  a guard  and  preventive  against 
these  impositions  and  frauds,  by  describing  every  genuine  Bank  note,  and  every  part  of  every 
note,  dissecting  and  analizing  (sic)  all  denominations  of  all  notes  of  every  Bank,  organised 
and  doing  business  in  the  United  States  and  British  North  America,  showing  each  note  made 
up  of  different  designs,  vignettes,  &c.;  each  denomination  differing  so  materially,  that  no 
one  of  the  notes  could  be  altered  to  another  and  larger  denomination,  without  the  certainty 
of  an  immediate  detection,  on  reference  to  the  fac-simile  of  the  plates  (in  the  Delineator)  of 
the  particular  Bank,  on  which  such  fraud  has  been  perpetrated.  Herein  is  exemplified  the 
great  superiority  of  The  Delineator  over  all  Reporters  and  other  Bank  Note  Detectors. 

Spurious  or  altered  notes,  are  by  far  the  most  numerous  class  of  bad  money,  and  bear 
no  resemblance  to  the  genuine.  They  are  detected  at  a glance  by  reference  to  the  Delineator, 
there  being  therein  portrayed  a perfect  Daguerreotype  of  the  genuine  notes;  the  dress  and 
design  of  which  are  as  unlike  the  spurious  as  is  light  to  darkness. 

Counterfeits  or  fac-simile  notes  are  comparatively  rare.  They  are  intended  to  resemble 
and  imitate  the  true,  and  calculated  to  circulate  where  the  genuine  are  well  known,  but  can  be 
more  easily  detected  by  close  inspection  than  any  other  class  of  bad  bills.  Very  few  of  this  de- 
scription are  in  circulation,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  our  Reporter. 

In  a word.  The  Delineator  detects  all  past,  present  and  future  spurious  and  altered 
notes;  and  is  of  more  value,  protection  and  security  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country,  than  all  the  Detectors,  Bank  Note  Lists  and  other  works  which  up  to  this  time  have 
been  published.  In  fact  The  Delineator  is  almost  indispensable — for  it  goes  ahead  of,  and 
anticipates  the  counterfeiter — cutting  off  his  success,  while  the  Reporters  and  Bank  Note 
Lists  but  follow  after,  and  to  use  a homely  but  forcible  expression,  “can  only  lock  the  stable 
after  the  horse  is  stolen.” 

We  have  herein  endeavored  to  show  the  utility  and  importance  of  this  work,  and  with 
the  promise  that  it  shall  be  always  correct  to  the  date  of  its  issue,  we  are  satisfied  to  send  it 
forth  to  the  public  on  its  own  merits. 

Below  will  be  found  Commendations  from  all  the  First  Class  Bank  Note  Engraving 
Companies,  in  the  Union,  endorsing  Hodges’  NEW  BANK  NOTE  PLATE  DELINEATOR. 
This  testimony,  together  with  the  approval  and  patronage  of  nearly  every  Bank  and  Broker  in 
America,  at  once  stamps  it  as  the  most  valuable  publication  of  the  times  — indispensable  to 
every  well  regulated  counting  room,  or  business  place. 

No  person  is  authorized  to  act  as  Agent,  unless  having  the  1 

Publisher’s  printed  Receipts,  and  written  authority.  j HODGES  & COMPANY. 

CERTIFICATES: 

OFFICE  OF  RAWDON,  WRIGHT,  HATCH  & EDSON, 

New  York,  August,  1856. 

Messrs.  Hodges  & Company  : — 

Gents.— Having  examined  the  plan  proposed  in  your  “Bank  Note  Delineator,” 
enabling  the  public  to  detect  Spurious  and  Altered  Bank  notes,  by  furnishing  accurate 
descriptions  of  the  genuine  notes  of  all  the  Banks  of  the  country,  we  take  pleasure  in 
expressing  our  approval  of  the  same,  as  affording  a simple  and  effectual  protection  against 
that  species  of  fraudulent  paper  money. 

Respectfully  yours, 

RAWDON,  WRIGHT,  HATCH  & EDSON. 
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Fig.  4.  Sample  page  from  Dye’s  Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator,  1855. 
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Fig.  5.  Title  page  of  Hodges’  New  Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator,  1856. 
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Fig.  6.  Excerpt  page  from  the  index  to  Hodges’  New  Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator,  1856. 
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Fig.  7.  Sample  page  from  Hodges’  New  Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator,  1856.  (Compare  with  Fig.  4.) 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  170 


65 


Fig.  8.  Title  page  of  Hodges’  American  Bank  Note  Safe-Guard,  1861-62. 
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Fig.  10.  Sample  page  from  Hodges’  American  Bank  Note  Safe-Guard,  1861-62 
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OFFICE  OF  DANFORTH,  WRIGHT  & CO., 

New  York,  August,  1856. 

Messrs.  Hodges  & Company  : — 

Gents.— Your  Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator  seems  to  possess  unequalled  merit  in  the  de- 
tailed description  it  gives  of  all  Genuine  Bank  notes,  and  combined  with  your  Bank  Note  and 
Financial  Reporter,  you  certainly  offer  a work  of  great  utility,  as  a protection  against  frauds 
in  paper  currency. 

Respectfully  yours. 


DANFORTH,  WRIGHT  & CO. 


OFFICE  OF  WELLSTOOD,  HAY  & WHITING, 

New  York,  August,  1856. 

Messrs.  Hodges  & Company  : — 

Gents.— We  regard  your  “Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator”  as  a work  that  should  receive  the 
most  favorable  attention  from  all  who  are  accustomed  to  handle  Bank  notes.  The  facility 
with  which  Altered,  Spurious,  or  Counterfeit  notes  can  be  detected  is  such  that  the  most  inex- 
perienced can  scarcely  go  astray.  And  we  have  no  hesitation  in  commending  the  work  to  the 
public  as  one  which  is  much  required,  and  as  fully  accomplishing  its  object. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  efforts  to  prevent  imposition,  through  the  medium 
of  your  publication. 

We  remain,  yours  truly, 

WELLSTOOD,  HAY  & WHITING. 


• 

OFFICE  OF  THE  NEW  ENGLAND  BANK  NOTE  CO., 

Boston,  August,  1856. 

Messrs.  Hodges  & Company  : — 

Gents.— Allow  me  to  express  to  you  my  unequalled  opinion  in  favor  of  your  Bank  Note 
Plate  Delineator.  The  simplicity  of  it  is  what  I most  admire ; the  most  inexperienced  of  the 
great  mass,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  Paper  Currency,  can  at  once  detect  an  altered  or 
spurious  note,  which  are  much  more  dangerous  than  counterfeits,  and  more  numerously  in 
circulation. 

You  have  my  best  wishes  for  its  success,  believing  it  to  be  the  best  work  of  its  character 
ever  published. 

ISAAC  CARY,  Agent. 


New  York,  August,  1856. 

Messrs.  Hodges  & Company  : — 

Gents.— We  take  great  pleasure  in  endorsing  Mr.  Cary’s  opinion  of  your  Bank  Note  Plate 
Delineator,  and  in  recommending  it  as  a work  of  the  greatest  utility. 

Respectfully  yours, 

TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & CO. 


• 

OFFICE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY, 

New  York,  August,  1856. 

Messrs.  Hodges  & Company  : — 

Gents.— Attempts  at  literal  imitation,  or  counterfeiting,  in  the  present  advanced  state  of 
Bank  Note  Engraving,  are  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  most  of  the  notes  represented  in  the 
Bank  Note  Detectors  and  Reporters  being  either  Spurious  or  Altered  Notes. 

Spurious  Bank  Notes  merely  retain  the  name  of  the  Bank  and  place  of  issue  — not  always 
using  the  true  name  of  the  President  and  Cashier,  and  are  made  up  of  devices  unlike  those  of 
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the  genuine  notes,  a want  of  familiarity  with  which,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  being  counted 
on  in  perpetrating  these  frauds. 

Your  “Bank  Note  Plate  Delineator”  supplies  a desideratum  in  a manner  so  simple  and  so 
easy  of  reference  that  there  can  be  no  danger  of  suffering  from  Spurious  or  Altered  Bank 
Notes,  if  brought  to  the  test  of  comparison  which  it  furnishes. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOCELYN,  DRAPER,  WELSH  & CO. 


TERMS— Single  Copies  of  the  DELINEATOR,  $2  50;  BANK  NOTE  AND  FINANCIAL  REPORTER, 
including  COIN  CHART  MANUAL,  $2  per  annum.  The  three  together,  $3  50. 

This  text  was  repeated  virtually  intact  in  the  1861-62  Hodges’  with  the  substitution  of  a 
new  first  paragraph  as  follows: 

This  work  is  at  length  thoroughly  completed,  being  now  arranged  GEOGRAPHI- 
CALLY AND  ALPHABETICALLY,  thereby  obviating  the  only  objection  there  ever  was  to 
it.  The  notes  of  each  Bank  are  all  on  one  page,  and  it  is  but  the  matter  of  a moment  to  find 
any  note  required.  This  work  has  cost  us  many  years  of  toil  and  expense,  and  we  now  present 
it  to  the  public,  with  the  assertion  that  no  work  was  ever  published  that  is  of  greater  utility 
for  Commercial  purposes.  It  is  of  interest  and  importance  to  every  individual,  of  every  age, 
condition  or  sex,  who  handles  a dollar  of  the  miscellaneous  and  precarious  paper  currency  of 
our  country. 

Also  added  were  the  following  sentences,  complete  and  incomplete,  to  bring  the  text  up 
to  date: 


Nine-tenths  of  the  bad  bills  in  circulation  being  altered,  raised  or  spurious.  On  reference 
to  our  Reporter  this  will  be  seen.  Within  a few  years  photograph  imitations  have  made  their  ap- 
pearance. They  can  be  detected  by  applying  cyanide  of  potassium,  which  turns  the  bills  white. 

Finally,  the  list  of  endorsements  from  printers  was  updated  to  reflect  the  name  change 
from  “Delineator”  to  “Safe-Guard”  and  added  was  a new  one  from  the  National  Bank 
Note  Company  dated  at  New  York,  Dec.  19,  1861  and  signed  by  J.  MacDonough,  Secretary: 
“We  have  examined  the  copy  of  your  “Bank  Note  Safe-Guard”  submitted  to  our  inspec- 
tion, and  cheerfully  recommend  it  as  a work  of  unquestionable  utility,  well  deserving  the 
patronage  of  bankers,  merchants,  and  tradesmen,  throughout  the  country.  As  the  merits  of 
your  work  are  very  apparent,  it  will,  doubtless,  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  all  who  have 
occasion  to  handle  paper  money.” 


Coming  — Reports  of  Newly  Discovered  U.S. 

Proof  Varieties 

EPS  member  Jack  Rosenthal,  who  is  on  the  Postmaster  General’s  Citizens  Stamp 
Advisory  Committee,  will  be  writing  up  for  EPJ  his  discoveries  on  certain  proofs  of 
the  Trans-Mississippi  and  Columbian  series  as  originally  reported  in  Linn*s  Stamp 
News.  We  hope  to  begin  the  articles  on  his  outstanding  research  in  our  next  issue. 
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Austrian  Essays  by  Jung  at  Auction 

Sold  at  the  Roger  Koerber  auction  sale  of  Sept.  6,  1985  was  a group  of  five  beautifully 
detailed  essay  drawings  by  the  Austrian  artist  Georg  Jung  for  the  “costumes”  regular  series 
of  1934-35.  Very  similar  to  Jung’s  accepted  designs,  they  went  for  fairly  modest  prices  as 
indicated  in  the  auctioneer’s  descriptions  below: 


606 


607 


608 

609 

610 


E 1934  5g  Carinthian  Farmer  and  Lake  Worth,  large  format  original 
artist’s  crayon  drawing  in  greenish  black  on  yellow,  signed  by  the 
artist  G.  Jung  33,  matted,  vg.  #357  Est.  $200 

E 1934  6g  Tyrolean  Peasant,  original  artist’s  green  crayon  drawing, 
signed  by  the  artist  G.  Jung  33,  matted,  vf,  interesting  in  that  the 
man’s  ears  are  drawn  correctly,  whereas  the  issued  stamp  at  first 
had  them  appearing  to  be  on  backwards,  and  had  to  be  redrawn  in 
1935.  #358  (372)  Est.  $200 

E 1934  20c  Tirolean  Girl  original  dark  carmine  crayon  artist’s  draw- 
ing on  buff,  signed  G.  Jung  33,  matted,  vf.  #361  Est.  $200 

E 1934  24g  Vorarlberg  Woodcutter,  original  red  crayon  artist’s 
drawing,  signed  G.  Jung  33,  matted,  vf.  #362  Est.  $200 

E 1934  Unissued  18g  Woman  of  Salzburg  (see  #363,  the  25g)  blue 
original  artist’s  crayon  drawing,  signed  G.  Jung  33,  matted,  vg. 

Est.  $200 


$120.00 


$140.00 

$125.00 

$125.00 

$240.00 
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American  Bank  Note  Company  Plate 
of  Presidential  Vignettes 

by  CURTIS  D.  RADFORD,  M.D. 


About  two  years  ago,  I was  offered  a large  number  of  vignettes  by  a philatelic  firm  in 
Canada.  Although  I could  not  afford  to  buy  the  entire  lot,  two  items  caught  my  eye 
and  were  purchased.  These  two  engravings  featured  vignettes  of  the  first  16  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States  enmeshed  in  an  elaborate  decorative  border.  Since  I’ve  always 
been  enamored  with  Presidential  engravings,  these  two  items  were  irresistible  to  me.  Several 
of  the  Presidential  vignettes  on  these  two  plates  were  familiar  to  me  from  various  syngraphic 
sources.  However,  the  purpose  behind  the  printing  of  these  two  intaglio  cards  is  not  known 
to  me.  For  that  reason,  I thought  it  would  be  fun  to  briefly  describe  the  cards  in  the  EPJ  and 
provide  some  conjecture  as  to  their  origin.  Perhaps  some  of  the  EPS  members  can  provide 
further  information. 

Both  of  the  Presidential  cards  were  printed  by  the  New  York  division  of  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company.  This  fact  is  quite  evident  from  the  inscription  at  the  bottom  of  each 
card:  “American  Bank  Note  Co.  New  York.’’  Each  of  the  cards  was  printed  in  black 
intaglio  on  rather  porous  white  paper.  In  addition,  both  of  these  items  measure  8%  x 5% 
inches.  The  first  piece  features  vignettes  of  the  first  seven  Presidents  of  the  United  States  (see 
Figure  one).  Featured  from  left  to  right  and  top  to  bottom  are:  John  Adams,  James 
Madison,  Thomas  Jefferson,  George  Washington,  James  Monroe,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  central  vignette  of  George  Washington  is  surrounded  by  an  elaborate, 
square  frame.  The  other  Presidential  vignettes  have  fancy,  floral  borders.  All  seven  portraits 
are  interconnected  by  a long,  winding  ribbon,  on  which  is  printed  the  names  of  the  Presi- 
dents. Each  of  the  four  corners  of  the  engraving  have  identical,  round  U.S.  shields  with 
decorative  borders. 

The  second  card  is  quite  similar  to  the  first,  though  there  are  differences.  It  features  vig- 
nettes of  the  eighth  through  the  sixteenth  Presidents  of  the  United  States  (see  Figure  two). 
Pictured  from  left  to  right  and  top  to  bottom  are:  Martin  Van  Buren,  John  Tyler,  William 
Harrison,  James  Polk,  James  Buchanan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Millard  Fillmore,  Franklin 
Pierce,  and  Zachary  Taylor.  Unlike  the  first  card,  there  is  no  central.  Presidential  vignette. 
Instead,  there  is  a large,  five-pointed  star  positioned  centrally  with  rays  of  light  radiating  out 
from  it.  Once  again,  the  Presidential  portraits  have  very  elaborate  frames,  the  majority  of 
which  are  floral  in  nature.  The  Buchanan  and  Lincoln  vignettes  have  frames  which  include 
books,  scrolls,  pens,  and  ink  wells.  Some,  but  not  all,  of  the  portraits  are  connected  by  long, 
winding  ribbons  upon  which  appear  the  names  of  the  Presidents.  Each  of  the  four  corners  of 
the  second  engraving  has  five  pointed  stars  with  rays  of  light  and  decorative  borders. 

With  the  descriptions  out  of  the  way,  next  it  would  be  fun  to  try  to  determine  when 
these  two  engravings  were  printed.  The  most  obvious  way  to  date  these  items  is  to  determine 
who  the  most  recent  President  on  them  is.  It  seems  most  likely  that  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company  would  have  included  the  current  President  on  a set  of  cards  showing  all  the  U.S. 
Presidents.  In  this  case,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  most  recent  President  depicted  on  the  two 
engravings.  Lincoln  served  as  President  of  the  United  States  from  1861  to  1865.  Hence,  it 
would  seem  reasonable  that  these  cards  were  printed  sometime  during  that  period. 

Another  way  to  attempt  to  date  the  engravings  in  question  would  be  to  see  if  and  when 
any  of  the  vignettes  on  them  were  used  on  other  security  printing.  The  Lincoln  vignette  was 
also  used  on  the  $10  Demand  Notes  of  1861  (Friedberg  numbers  6-8  or  Hessler  numbers 
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Fig.  1.  An  assemblage  of  vignettes  portraying  the  first  seven  Presidents  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  probably  in  the  early  to  mid'1860s. 
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Fig.  2.  The  second  American  Bank  Note  Company  engraving  which  features  vignettes  of  the  eighth 
through  the  sixteenth  Presidents  of  the  United  States.  The  most  recent  President  pictured  is 
Ahraham  Lincoln. 
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463-465).  This  vignette  was  engraved  by  F.  Girsch.  The  Jackson  vignette  on  the  first  card 
was  also  used  on  the  $50  Six  Per  Cent  Interest  Bearing  Notes  of  1861  (unlisted  in  Friedberg, 
Messier  number  945).  It  also  was  used  on  the  $1,0(X)  Confederate  Notes  of  May  6,  1861.  I 
cannot  find  any  of  the  other  Presidential  vignettes  used  on  Federal  currency.  Most  likely, 
some  of  them  were  used  on  various  broken  bank  notes.  In  any  event,  it  appears  that  these 
two  Presidential  cards  were  printed  in  the  early  to  mid- 1860s. 

The  final  question  that  remains  to  be  answered  is  why  they  were  printed.  It  is  possible 
that  they  were  printed  as  sample  or  specimen  engravings.  As  such,  they  could  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  salesmen  to  demonstrate  the  capabilities  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company 
engravers  and  printers.  This,  however,  is  unlikely,  as  such  specimen  sheets  usually  bore  an 
assortment  of  different  vignettes  scenes,  borders  and  numbers.  The  two  sheets  in  question 
have  vignettes  of  Presidents  only.  Perhaps  they  were  printed  for  a Presidential  event  such  as 
an  inaugural  or  memorial.  They  could  have  been  part  of  a special,  souvenir  program  or 
booklet  issued  for  just  such  an  event.  In  my  opinion,  these  two  engravings  were  most  likely 
used  as  frontispiece  illustrations  for  a set  of  books  . . . more  specifically,  frontispieces  for 
some  two-volume  set  of  books  giving  a history  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
1860s,  steel  engravings  were  commonly  used  as  illustrations  in  books.  The  two  Presidential 
engravings  are  printed  on  porous,  flimsy  paper  similar  to  that  used  in  books  during  that 
period.  Unfortunately,  there  are  no  tell-tale  binding  glue  remnants  or  gold  gilded  edges  to 
suggest  that  they  once  were  book-bound. 

In  summary,  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  printed  two  engravings  featuring 
portraits  of  the  first  sixteen  Presidents  of  the  United  States.  By  studying  the  vignettes  on  the 
engravings,  it  can  be  estimated  that  they  were  printed  in  the  early  to  mid-1860s.  Further,  by 
looking  carefully  at  the  paper  upon  which  they  were  printed,  a guess  can  be  made  as  to  why 
the  engravings  were  printed.  In  this  case,  my  best  guess  is  that  they  were  printed  as  frontis- 
pieces or  illustrations  in  a set  of  books  giving  a history  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United 
States.  I’ll  admit  that  most  of  this  is  pure  conjecture  on  my  part.  Perhaps  another  EPS 
member  can  shed  further  light  on  the  subject.  Regardless  of  why  and  when  these  two  engrav- 
ings were  printed,  they  serve  as  beautiful  reminders  of  the  quality  of  the  engraving  and  print- 
ing done  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  in  its  early  years. 

AUTHOR’S  NOTE : Any  EPS  members  who  have  additional  information  on  the  two  Presidential  en- 
gravings presented  here  are  requested  to  write:  Curtis  D.  Radford,  M.D.,  400  Ceape  Avenue,  Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin  54901. 
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Another  U.S.  “Cinderella”  — 

A General  Custer  “Essay”? 

by  HERMAN  HERST,  JR. 

NE  has  to  have  been  in  the  hobby  a long,  long  time  to  remember  Don  Heath  of  De- 
troit. Don  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  nation’s  leading  numismatists.  His  father  was 

the  founder  of  the  largest  coin  society,  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Don 

did  not  inherit  his  father’s  love  for  coins.  He  became  a prominent  philatelist. 

Don  was  brought  up  in  his  father’s  print  shop.  Apparently  the  shop  went  back  more 
than  a half  century.  There  were  huge  supplies  of  type  from  the  old  days  when  printing  was 
accomplished  by  picking  out  the  letters,  one  by  one. 

His  Christmas  present  to  his  friends  often  was  some  bit  of  ancient  printing.  One  year 
when  he  found  an  old  cut  of  a man  chasing  a fly,  with  the  “If  you  don’t  catch  him  in  ten 
days,  return  to  . . .”  underneath,  he  made  me  some  envelopes,  using  the  old  cut. 
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There  are  still  some  cabinets  in  my  office  that  have  not  been  opened  for  20  or  25  years, 
and  bit  by  bit  they  are  being  opened  and  the  contents  exposed  to  light.  The  holiday  weekend 
during  which  this  is  being  written  disclosed  a letter  from  Don  Heath,  dated  1938,  with  the 
block  shown,  featuring  General  Custer,  of  Little  Bighorn  fame,  together  with  the  dates  of 
his  birth  and  death,  1839-1876. 

Did  someone  intend  to  issue  a private  stamp  in  the  form  of  a souvenir  sheet?  Who  was 
it?  When  was  it?  Heath’s  note  merely  says  “Here’s  one  you  never  saw,  a Custer  stamp.  We 
own  the  original  photo  this  was  made  from,  and  I have  the  cut,  but  I do  not  know  any  more 
about  it.’’ 

It  would  be  nice  to  think  that  someone  planned  a commemorative  stamp  back  in  1876 
when  Custer  met  his  end.  The  three  cent  rate  is  correct.  But  adhesive  commemoratives  were 
still  17  years  in  the  future.  Yet  there  is  little  doubt  that  someone  was  thinking  in  terms  of  a 
stamp,  for  the  “3  cents’’  at  the  bottom  is  repeated,  twice.  All  that  it  lacks  is  the  indication 
that  it  was  to  be  postage. 

An  oddity,  yes,  and  probably  one  of  those  little  philatelic  problems  that  turn  up  of 
which  we  know  nothing,  and  of  which  we  will  never  know  much  more  than  that. 


New  Iceland  Stamps  Picture  Bank  Note  & 

National  Bank 

On  July  1,  1986,  Iceland  issued  two  stamps  for  the  centenary  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Iceland  and  the  first  Icelandic  Treasury  notes.  The  National  Bank  was  established  by  an  act 
of  Sept.  18,  1885  and  began  operations  July  1,  1886  in  two  rooms  in  a bookseller’s  house  in 
Reykjavik.  The  street  on  which  it  was  located  was  subsequently  named  Bankastraeti  after  the 
bank.  Today  the  bank  operates  42  offices  throughout  the  nation. 

The  lower  denomination  stamp,  the  13K,  shows  the  head  office  in  Reykjavik  which 
went  into  use  March  1,  1924.  Considered  to  be  the  finest  and  most  attractive  building  erected 
in  the  country  until  that  time,  its  architect  was  G.  Samuelsson. 

The  higher  denomination  stamp,  the  250K,  shows  the  back  of  a 5K  note  of  the  first 
issue  of  the  National  Bank  under  Act  No.  10  of  April  15,  1928.  The  center  design  is  of  a 
falcon,  which  was  the  Icelandic  coat  of  arms  1903-1918.  The  note  was  designed  by  Gerhard 
Heilmann,  a Danish  painter,  and  produced  by  the  H.H.  Thiele  printing  firm  in  Copenhagen. 
The  stamps  themselves  were  produced  in  Vienna  by  the  Austrian  State  Printing  Office  using 
the  intaglio  method. 
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A Philatelic/Syngraphic  Trade  Card 

Collectors  of  philatelic  and  syngraphic  ephermera  or  “exonumia”  will  be  intrigued  by 
the  colorful,  little  trade  card  (3  Vi  x IVa")  shown  here.  Advertising  the  Peleg  White 
“standard  household  external  remedies”  sold  by  the  P.W.P.  Co.  of  P.O.  Box  1060,  New 
York,  it  depicts  objects  that  would  seem  to  appeal  especially  to  Canadians  — a $5  “note”  on 
the  Mechanics  Bank,  Montreal;  simulated  stamps  on  covers  inscribed  “Canada”;  a pile  of 
gold  coins ; and  a brightly  attired  male  figure  (a  voyageur,  perhaps?)  with  a long  gun  and  a 
buckskin  shoulder  bag.  The  date  on  the  note  is  1872.  On  the  back  of  the  card  is  advertising 
for  Pomeroy’s  Petroline  Plasters  as  well  as  the  Peleg  ointment. 


ABNCo.  Seeking  to  Market  Prints  of 
Historical  Vignettes 

The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  in  early  1986  initiated  a program  to  market  sets  of  prints 
of  historical  vignettes  from  its  archives.  Under  the  direction  of  Aurelia  Chen,  it  has  been  cir- 
cularizing philatelists  and  paper  money  collectors,  asking  for  commitments  to  subscribe  as 
well  as  suggestions  for  subjects  for  reproduction.  Among  the  latter  have  been  the  designs  for 
the  vignettes  used  on  the  Columbian  Exposition  issue  and  depictions  of  famous  engravers/ 
designers  as  well  as  actual  intaglio  printing  facilities  and  procedures. 

According  to  a press  release  dated  April  15,  1986,  ABNCo.  is  considering  such  a pro- 
gram “in  response  to  the  many  requests  . . . received  over  the  years  regarding  information 
on  the  company’s  inventory  of  thousands  of  steel  dies  engraved  by  master  engravers  during 
the  19th  century.” 

The  concern  hopes  to  begin  its  program  in  January  1987  through  subscription  only.  The 
vignette  and  data  sheets  would  be  issued  monthly  and  be  devoted  to  a particular  subject  each 
month.  The  subscription  fee  would  range  from  $120  to  $150  a year.  This  program  would  en- 
able collectors  to  match  vignettes  with  notes,  stamps  and  certificates  in  their  collections  and 
would  include  information  pertinent  to  each  vignette.  Depending  on  size,  a half-dozen  to  a 
dozen  vignettes  will  appear  on  each  sheet.  They  will  not  be  issued  as  individual  cards,  so 
there  will  be  no  confusion  of  the  modern  prints  with  the  original  or  contemporary  prints. 
Interested  collectors  can  contact  ABNCo.  at  70  Broad  Street,  New  York,  NY  10004. 
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^.S.  proofs  and  Assays 

by  JOHN  K.  TIFFANY 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  169,  Page  35) 

The  major  pioneer  listing  of  U.S.  proofs  and  essays  was  undertaken  by  John  K.  Tiffany 
and  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Philately,  Vol.  2,  1889.  Although  it  has  long  since 
been  superseded  by  others,  including  the  works  of  Mason  and  Brazer  and  the  Scott  U.S. 
“Specialized”  catalogues,  in  its  original  form  this  listing  is  not  only  of  more  than  passing 
academic  interest;  it  can  have  value  for  today’s  student  who  may  turn  up  an  item  that  differs 
from  the  accepted  norm  and  seeks  an  historical  precedent  or  provenance.  Because  the 
original  listing  can  only  be  accessed  in  comprehensive  philatelic  libraries,  it  is  reprinted  here 
through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Stanley  Bierman,  who  also  points  out  that  Tiffany’s  work,  not 
Mason’s,  was  the  first  systematic  compilation  in  our  field.  An  interesting  sidelight  to  this  re- 
printing is  the  report  in  the  Philatelic  Monthly,  published  in  Philadelphia  in  July  1876,  that 
at  that  time  Tiffany  possessed  460  U.S.  essays  and  proofs.  BRM 


ESSAYS 

1870. 

Before  the  designs  adopted  for  the  series  of  1870  were  finally  determined  on,  the  National  Bank 
Note  Company  had  engraved  and  submitted  to  the  Postmaster  General  a number  of  essays  in  very 
similar  style,  viz. : 


Type  48  — ONE  cent. 

The  adopted  type  but  with  the  bust  of  Franklin  in  profile  to  the  right.  The  lines  on  the  base  of  the 
bust  are  vertical  instead  of  horizontal.  Same  size,  etc.,  as  adopted. 

Die  impression  on  India  paper,  blue,  red,  red-brown,  mauve,  lilac. 

Type  49— TWO  cents. 

Head  of  Jackson  in  profile  to  the  left,  in  military  cloak,  after  the  statue  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  an 
oval  disk  with  ground  of  horizontal  crossed  by  oblique  lines,  bordered  by  a colorless  line,  surrounded 
by  a band,  2 mm.  wide,  of  horizontal  colored,  lines,  bordered  outside  by  a colorless  line,  and  inscribed  in 
colorless  faced  outline  Capitals  shaded  outside,  “t/.S.  Postage"'  above,  “Two  Cents"  below,  the  latter 
words  divided  by  a sort  of  fold  of  the  band  run  vertically  and  bearing  the  numeral  “2.”  The  rectangle 
is  completed  by  parallel  vertical  lines  so  arranged  as  to  represent  the  folds  of  the  flag,  crossed  at  each 
corner  by  diagonal  lines  with  two  colorless  stars. 

Die  impression  19'/2  x25'/2  mm.  in  color  on 
(fl)  India  paper,  canary,  yellow,  blue. 

{b)  Card,  black. 


Type  50— SIX  cents. 

Almost  identical  with  the  type  adopted  but  the  sunken  panel  is  bordered  by  a colorless  line  between 
colored  lines  and  ornamented  by  a sort  of  trefoil  at  the  corners.  This  line  is  shaded  on  its  face  by  a pair 
of  very  fine  colored  lines,  on  its  interior  side  and  by  a single  colored  line  on  its  exterior  side  and  below 
the  ribbon  by  horizontal  and  vertical  colored  lines.  It  is  furthermore  shaded  outside  by  short  horizontal 
lines.  The  ends  of  the  ribbon  are  apparently  folded  back  behind  the  back  ground  instead  of  being 
visible  as  in  the  type  adopted.  The  letters  expressing  the  value  are  also  all  lower  case,  except  the  “5.” 
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Die  impression  \9Vixl5Vi  mm.  in  color  on 

(a)  card,  blue, 

{b)  India  paper,  red,  rose,  red-brown,  mauve,  orange,  green,  black  on  very  large  paper. 

Type  51  — SEVEN  cents. 

Similar  to  the  adopted  type  except  the  portrait  which  is  that  of  Baron  Steuben. 

Die  impression,  \9Vi  xl5Vi  mm.  in  color  on 

India  paper,  carmine. 

Chronicled  by  the  American  Journal  of  Philately. 

Type  52— SEVEN  cents. 

Similar  to  the  adopted  type  except  the  portrait  which  is  that  of  General  Lafayette. 

Die  impression  \9Vix25Vi  mm.  in  color  on 

India  paper,  carmine. 

Chronicled  by  the  American  Journal  of  Philately. 

Type  53— TEN  cents. 

Bust  of  Jefferson,  in  profile  to  the  left,  after  the  portrait  belonging  to  the  Tammany  Society,  New 
York,  in  an  oval  15  x 19  mm.  with  rectangularly  notched  ground,  surrounded  by  a colorless  line  and 
outer  colored  line,  on  a fantastic  panel  with  horizontally  lined  ground  bordered  by  a colorless  line; 
between  two  colored  lines,  a small  five  rayed  star,  in  color  on  a colorless  star  at  each  side.  A solid  band 
bordered  by  a colorless  and  a colored  line  and  inscribed  “t/.S.  Postage,  ” below  the  oval  with  *'10''  in 
large  colorless  faced  numerals  shaded  outside  beneath  it.  On  a ribbon,  set  diagonally  across  the  lower 
corners,  "Ten”  and  "Cents”  in  colorless  outlined  capitals  shaded  outside,  "U”  and  "S”  in  the  upper 
corners  in  the  same  letters.  The  background  is  composed  of  vertical  lines  completing  the  oval. 

Die  impression  19'/2X25'/2  mm.  in  color  on 

(a)  card,  carmine. 

(b)  India  paper,  green. 


Type  54— TWELVE  cents. 

Bust  of  Henry  Clay  on  ground  of  horizontal  and  oblique  colorless  line  as  in  the  adopted  type,  bor- 
dered by  a colorless  line  with  outside  colored  line.  About  one  third  of  the  way  down  this  colorless  line 
divides  on  each  side  and  turns  off  to  the  exterior  of  the  stamp,  the  upper  part  of  the  colored  line  fol- 
lowing the  contours  outside,  and  the  lower  part  inside.  From  the  side  of  the  stamp  the  line  is  brought 
back  at  an  abrupt  angle  inwards  then  curved  outwards  and  downwards  and  then  round  again  to  the 
heighth  of  the  bottom  of  the  oval,  where,  making  another  abrupt  turn,  it  comes  back  to  the  oval  again, 
thus  forming  a shield  shape.  On  the  ground  between  this  and  the  oval  horizontally  lined  are  on  the  left 
seven,  and  on  the  right  six  colorless  stars  of  various  sizes.  Above  the  top  of  this  figure  on  each  side  a 
large  colorless  faced  diamond  is  outlined.  Above  this  with  the  same  kind  of  outline  is  a label  with 
pendant  ends  and  below  the  oval  a ribbon  with  the  same  kind  of  border.  The  letters  are  colorless  faced 
outlined  block  capitals  shaded  outside  on  a ground.  "U.S.  Postage”  above,  below  "Twelve  Cents” 
separated  by  a small  tablet  with  numerals  to  correspond  with  the  lettering.  The  background  is  of  verti- 
cal lines  ruled  in  pairs. 

Die  impression  191/2  x 251/2  mm,  in  color  on 

(a)  India  paper,  green  brown,  violet. 

(b)  Ordinary  “ brown. 


1875— Type  55  — five  cents. 

A very  similar  stamp  to  the  one  adopted  was  originally  prepared  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note 
Company.  It  has  the  same  portrait  of  Taylor  on  the  same  background  in  an  oval  16  x 191/2  mm.  "U.S. 
Postage”  above,  and  "Five  Cents”  below  in  same  letters  but  on  colorless  bands  surrounding  the  oval. 
An  ornamental  “V”  is  in  the  upper  left  corner,  an  ornamental  “5”  in  the  lower  right  corner,  the 
other  corners  left  plain.  Scroll  ornaments  complete  the  rectangle.  The  entire  effect  is  much  lighter  than 
the  adopted  type. 
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Die  impression  20x25  mm.  in  color  on 
India  paper,  blue. 


Type  56. 

Head  of  Franklin  in  profile  to  right  in  circle  on  coarse  ground  of  horizontal  and  diagonal  lines 
forming  circular  disk  17  mm.  diameter.  The  hair  is  in  masses  shaded  by  fine  waved  lines  the  shadows 
made  by  inserting  short  diagonal  lines. 

Proof  paper,  green,  black;  head,  red  brown  on  blue  ground. 

Type  57. 

Head  of  Washington  in  profile  on  coarse  ground  of  horizontal  and  diagonal  lines  forming  circular 
disk  18  mm.  diameter.  The  hair  arranged  somewhat  like  Types  3 and  4,  but  the  queue  has  the  lines 
running  horizontally,  and  not  vertically. 

Proof  paper,  black,  blue,  brown,  green. 


1876. 


About  the  commencement  of  1876  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company  printed  from  the  old 
plates  a large  number  of  essays  to  test  the  value  of  certain  papers,  inks,  etc.,  proposed  as  safeguards 
against  the  cleaning  of  used  stamps  for  the  purpose  of  using  them  again,  it  being  supposed  by  the 
Department  that  great  losses  accrued  to  the  revenue  from  this  supposed  practice.  The  following  varie- 
ties are  known  and  there  are  doubtless  many  others: 

Three  Cents,  type  of  1861,  imperforate  on  papers  tinted  with  sensitive  inks: 
vermilion  on  green,  yellow-brown,  rose  lilac,  white, 
lilac 
red 
lake 
brown 
orange 
black 
blue 
green 

Three  cents, 
zontally : 

vermilion  on  orange,  lilac, 
blue  green  “ “ 

Three  cents,  type  of  1861  perforated  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  inks: 
brown  on  salmon,  straw,  rose,  white, 
vermilion 

Three  cents,  type  of  1861,  perforated  and  grilled  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  inks: 


type  of  1861,  imperforate  on  papers  tinted  with  sensitive  inks  and  heavily  laid  hori- 


brown  on  salmon,  straw,  rose,  white, 
vermilion  on  “ “ “ “ 

Three  cents,  type  of  1 861 , perforated  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  ink  and  heavily  laid  horizontally : 


brown  on  green,  orange,  lilac, 
vermilion  on  “ “ “ 

Three  Cents  type  of  1861,  perforated  and  grilled  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  ink  and  heavily  laid 


horizontally : 

brown  on  green,  orange,  lilac, 
vermilion  on  “ “ “ 

Three  Cents,  type  of  1861,  perforated  and  printed  in  a brown  water  color  on  white  paper: 


(a)  without  grille, 

(b)  with  grille. 

Twelve  Cents,  type  of  1861,  perforated  and  grilled  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  inks: 


vermilion  on  salmon,  straw, 

brown 

black 
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blue 

green  “ “ “ 

Twelve  Cents,  type  of  1861,  perforated  and  grilled  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  inks  and  heavily 
laid  horizontally: 

vermilion  on  green,  orange,  lilac, 

brown  “ “ 

black  “ “ 

blue  “ “ 

green  “ “ ««  “ 

Types  of  1870  issue,  perforated,  in  their  current  colors  on  paper  tinted  with  sensitive  inks  and 
heavily  lined  horizontally. 

1 cents,  blue,  on  deep  yellow,  pale  rose,  violet, 

2 cents,  vermilion  “ “ “ “ 

3 cents,  green,  “ “ “ “ 

5 cents,  blue,  “ “ “ “ 

10  cents,  brown,  “ “ “ “ 

15  cents,  orange,  “ “ “ “ 

30  cents,  black,  “ “ 

90  cents,  carmine,  “ “ “ “ 

1 cent,  blue,  on  carmine. 

On  a paper  covered  with  a pink  varnish  which  vanishes  with  the  color  of  the  stamp  if  the  attempt  is 
made  to  clean  it. 

3 cents  green. 

On  a thick  white  paper  like  blotting  paper  which  absorbs  the  ink  used  to  cancel  it,  showing  the 
cancellation  all  through. 

3 cents  green. 
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1876. 

The  New  York  Tribune  of  December  20th  1876  says:  “General  Barber  has  adopted  a change  in  the 
three  cent  stamp,  which  gives  it  a more  artistic  appearance,  the  colored  ground  being  replaced  by 
white.”  The  New  York  World  after  announcing  this  essay  says  that  other  changes  are  probable  after  the 
signing  of  the  contract  of  May  1st,  and  speaks  of  an  essay  representing  the  head  of  Liberty  designed  for 
the  5 cent  stamp  for  foreign  correspondence.  The  St.  Louis  Despatch  about  the  same  date  adds  that 
“the  present  3 cent  stamp  easily  cleaned  will  be  replaced  in  May  by  a red  stamp  with  white  ground.” 

In  fact,  at  the  time,  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company  prepared  the  following  essays: 


Type  58— THREE  cents. 

Small  bust  of  Washington  in  profile  to  left  on  colorless  oval  surrounded  by  three  colored  lines 
separated  by  colorless  lines.  Above,  on  a curved  band  of  color  with  straight  ends,  between  colorless 
lines  ornamented  by  vertical  lines  in  pairs,  “C/.S.  Postage,  U.S.”  in  colorless  capitals.  Below  on  a 
straight  band  of  color  bordered  by  colorless  lines  '"Three  Cents”  in  similar  letters.  There  is  a colored 
line  and  a second  colorless  line  above  the  lower  label  curved  round  like  a scroll  at  each  end.  The  upper 
corners  are  ornamented  by  foliations  and  the  ground  below  the  oval  bears  olive  branches,  both  color- 
less. On  each  side  a large  horizontally  lined  block  bears  an  outline  numeral  “J,  ” and  a column  on  each 
side  standing  on  block  supports  the  upper  label.  The  background  is  horizontally  lined. 

Plate  impression,  19'/2  x 24 1/2  mm.  in  color  on  white  paper,  perforated  12. 

3 cents,  green,  blue, 

greyish  paper,  perforated  12 

3 cents,  vermilion,  blue,  red  brown. 


Type  59  — THREE  CENTS. 

Same  design  as  the  last  but  smaller. 

Plate  impression,  17‘/2  xlW*  mm.  in  color  on  white  paper,  perforated  12. 

3 cents,  vermilion. 


82 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  170 


About  the  same  time  Messrs.  Carpenter,  Butler  & Co.,  Philadelphia  submitted  the  following 
essays : 


Type  60— THREE  cents. 

Large  head  of  Washington  in  profile  to  the  left,  on  an  oval  disk  with  ground  of  horizontal  and 
diagonal  lines,  surrounded  by  a colorless  line.  Above  “C/.  S.  Postage,”  below  ”Three  Cents”  in  color- 
less capitals  on  colored  bands  following  the  line  of  the  oval;  at  each  end  of  each  band  is  a small  oval 
bearing  the  colorless  numeral  “3”  on  a solid  ground  bordered  by  a colorless  and  fine  colored  line.  Six 
colorless  five  rayed  stars  above,  and  seven  below  on  a vertically  lined  ground  terminated  above  and 
below  and  on  the  sides  by  large  outlined  scroll  ornaments.  Corners  round. 

Plate  impression,  \9xlAVt  mm.  in  color  on  a glazed  chemically  prepared  white  paper,  unper- 
forated. 

3 cents  brown,  blue,  carmine. 

The  same  firm  also  submitted  an  entire  series  engraved  in  relief  for  surface  printing  and 
“Patented.”  There  are  nine  values  and  as  many  designs.  Below  some  of  the  specimens  in  script,  can  be 

read  '‘Printed  by Philadelphia.  ” "Patented ” The  rest  unfortunately 

does  not  appear  on  any  specimens  examined. 

The  general  design  is  a large  head  of  Washington  in  profile  to  the  left  on  a colorless  oval  disk 
14x  19  mm.  surrounded  by  a line  of  ornaments.  A rectangular  frame  in  color  on  which  the  letters  and 
ornaments  appear  without  color. 

Impression  20x25  mm.  in  color  on  white  paper,  unperforated  and  perforated  12.  All  the  values 
doubtless  exist  in  all  the  colors  named  and  both  perforated  and  unperforated.  The  designs  for  the  dif- 
ferent values  vary  as  follows : 


Type  61— ONE  cent. 

The  border  is  ornamented  by  small  double  pearls  "U.S.  Postage”  above  and  the  value  below  on 
curved  bands.  There  is  a scroll  and  ball  in  each  corner.  “7”  and  “7”  in  color  in  small  colorless 
rectangles  on  the  sides. 

1  cent  carmine,  blue,  green. 

Type  62— TWO  cents. 

The  border  of  the  oval  is  ornamented  by  alternate  colored  and  colorless  triangles.  “C/.S.  Postage” 
and  value  on  the  background,  a vertical  and  a horizontal  scroll  and  a diamond  in  each  corner  “2”  and 
“2”  in  color  on  a colorless  rectangle  at  the  sides. 

2  cents  carmine,  green,  lake,  purple,  perforated. 

Type  63— THREE  cents. 

The  border  is  formed  by  a small  cord,  and  the  same  with  two  colorless  and  colored  lines  inside  sur- 
rounds the  stamps,  the  corners  curved  inwards  with  a ball  outside  and  scrolls  inside.  Letters  on  the 
ground  as  before. 

3  cents  carmine,  green. 

Type  64— SIX  cents. 

The  oval  is  bordered  by  two  colorless  lines  zig-zag.  Lettering  is  in  bands.  Numeral  at  each  side  in  a 
scroll.  Corners  foliated  and  pearled. 

6 cents  carmine,  green,  lake,  purple,  perforated. 

Type  65— SEVEN  cents. 

The  oval  bordered  by  a colorless  line  and  small  stars.  Inscriptions  on  the  ground,  numerals  in  ovals 
at  the  sides.  Corners  foliated. 

7 cents  carmine,  green,  lake,  vermilion, 
orange,  blue,  lilac,  purple,  black,  brown. 
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Type  66 — twelve  cents. 

The  oval  bordered  by  a colorless  band  ornamented  by  a colored  grec  Scroll  at  top  with  “t/.S.  ” in 
colored  monogram,  another  at  bottom  with  “72.  ” On  the  left  side,  “U.S.  Postage, ''  on  the  right 
Twelve  Cents''  on  bands. 

12  cents,  lake,  purple,  green,  slate,  perforated. 

Type  67  — TWENTY-FOUR  CENTS. 

The  oval  bordered  by  a colorless  band  ornamented  by  a chain  of  ccc,  and  a colorless  band  in- 
scribed “t/.S.  Postage.  Twenty-four  Cents."  “24”  on  a colorless  oval  below.  Shields  in  the  upper 
corners.  "U.S."  in  white  monogram  in  each  corner. 

24  cents,  carmine. 

Type  68 — thirty  cents. 

The  border  of  the  oval  is  ornamented  by  diamonds  and  lozenges.  A colorless  diamond  on  each 
side.  The  numerals  are  in  colorless  ovals. 

30  cents,  lake,  green,  purple,  blue,  perforated. 

Type  69— NINETY  cents. 

The  border  of  the  oval  ornamented  by  bee-shaped  figures.  Numerals  "90”  on  a colorless  plate. 
Double  scrolls  in  the  corners. 

90  cents,  carmine,  orange. 

Type  70. 

In  1876  an  essay  for  a 7 cent  stamp  with  the  head  of  Liberty  on  a rayed  ground  engraved  by  the 
National  Bank  Note  Company,  was  described  by  Durbin’s  Monthly. 

Type  71. 

In  1877  the  Scientific  American,  Vol.  xxxviii.  No.  6,  page  86,  under  the  head  of  Postage  Stamp 
Canceller,  described  an  essay  proposed  by  Alfred  Potts,  for  which  a patent  had  been  applied  for.  The 
illustration  is  very  similar  to  the  envelope  stamp  of  1861,  with  a fancy  border  of  vertical  lines  around  it, 
a broad  white  space  and  another  fancy  border  bounded  by  a rectangle.  This  to  be  printed  on  a band 
and  wound  around  the  envelope,  and  fastened  after  it  was  directed,  so  that  it  had  to  be  torn  off  in 
order  to  read  the  address.  The  inventor  says  they  should  be  retained  by  the  mailing  office  as  vouchers 
for  the  number  of  letters  cancelled  and  postage  collected. 

1878  — Type  72 — three  cents. 

Head  of  Liberty  in  profile  to  the  left,  in  colorless  lines,  on  a colored  oval,  surrounded  by  a broad 
white  band,  1 mm.  wide.  "U.S.  Postage"  above,  and  "Three  (3)  Cents"  below,  following  the  oval  in 
colorless  letters  in  colored  bands.  The  frame  is  in  colored  engine  turned  work  on  colorless  ground,  the 
corners  being  rounded  with  a large  colored  dot  on  each.  Engraved  in  relief  for  surface  printing  by  the 
National  Bank  Note  Company. 

Impression  20x26  mm.  in  color  on  white  paper. 

(a)  from  the  untrimmed  die,  showing  a colorless  rectangle  about  the  stamp,  the  broad  outer  edge 
being  colored.  The  oval  band  is  perforated  with  small  perforations  nearly  touching.  The  white  space 
around  the  stamp  is  perforated  12. 

three  cents,  carmine. 

(b)  The  same,  with  the  outer  edge  removed,  on  large  ordinary  paper,  gummed,  but  no  perforation. 

three  cents,  carmine,  blue,  green,  yellow,  brown. 

(c)  Finished  stamp,  both  the  oval  and  stamp  perforated  as  in  a,  no  outer  edge  of  color. 

three  cents,  brown,  milky  blue,  green,  pale  rose. 

(To  be  concluded) 
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Secretary’s  Report 

by  David  E.  McGuire,  Secretary 
RD  #4,  Coionial  Drive,  Katonah,  NY  10536 

Members  Admitted 

1680  Bird,  Kenneth  G.,  1006  S.  Turnbull  Dr.,  Metairie,  LA  70001  (U.S.  Departmental  Proofs)  by 
David  E.  McGuire 

1681  McLean,  Howard  L.,  P.O.  Box  4224,  Laramie,  WY  82071  (US  Postal  Cards)  by  David  E. 
McGuire 

1682  Fitz,  Virginia  A.,  LaPlante  Rd.,  Lebanon,  NH  03766  (Souvenir  Cards)  by  Curtis  Radford 

1683  Hessler,  Gene,  Box  524,  St.  Louis,  MO  63166  (No  Specialty  Given)  by  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson 

1684  Boggio,  Barry  Q.,  5020  S.  Lake  Shore  Dr.,  Chicago,  IL  60615  (19th  Century  US)  by  David  E. 
McGuire 

1685  Braun,  F.  Carl,  P.O.  Box  629,  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti  (Haiti)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1686  Livingston,  W.  Curtis,  428  Arbolada  Dr.,  Arcadia,  CA  91006  (US  Proofs/Essays)  by  Barbara  R. 
Mueller 


Members  Re-instated — Incorrectly  Shown  as  Dropped 
C81  Garner,  John  L.,  Sr.  1564  Winmill,  J.E. 


Change  of  Address 

1006  Cambridge,  Alfred  E.,  Jr.,  to  11233  Terwilliger’s  Run  Dr.,  Cincinnati,  OH  45429 
1590  Benjamin,  Frederick  A.,  to  1853  West  Ann,  Layton,  UT  84041 
236  Monroe,  William  H.,  to  5504  Eisenhower  St.,  Great  Bend,  KS  67530 
1174  Robbins,  Louis  K.,  to  2112  Broadway,  Room  412,  New  York,  NY  10023 


COMPREHENSIVE  STOCK  OF 

U.S.  (and  few  B.N.A.)  ESSAYS 

(especially  1851-57,  1869  and  Banknotes) 
and  PROOFS  (including  Trial  Colors) 
and  SPECIMEN  Overprints 
Available  to  you  an  approval 
Your  specific  want  list  appreciated. 

Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  APS 
CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  EPS 
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WANTED  TO  PURCHASE 
NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 
SCARCE  & RARE  BOOKS 

WANTED 

Pre-1940  Auction  Catalogues 
Especially  With  Plates 

Also  Want 

BOOKS  ON  PAPER  CURRENCY  — 
CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  — 
COUNTERFEITING  — COUNTERFEIT 
DETECTORS  — AND  BANK  NOTE 

REPORTERS  — 

HEATH  COUNTERFEIT  DETECTORS 
— VIGNETTE  BOOKS  — HODGES 
SAFEGUARD  — W.L.  ORMSBY  — 
DETECTORS  ON  — DICKERMANS  — 
BICKNELL  — DYES  UNDERWOOD  — 

ETC.  ETC. 

Correspondence  Invited 

Write  Armand  Champa 
Box  22316 

Louisville,  KY  40222 
Phone  After  8 P.M.  — 1-502-425-9236 
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Proofs  and  Essays  a Specialty 


We  know  the  field 
We  know  the  market 
We  have  the  material 


Die  Proofs. ..Piate  Proofs 
Trial  Color  Proofs... Atlantas 
Regular  Issues. ..Back  Of 
The  Book...  Essays 


Attendance  at  Most  Major 
Philatelic  Events 
Philip  T.  Bansner... 

Albert  F.  Chang 
William  T.  Crowe... 


THE  EMPIRE  GROUP,  INC. 
P.O.  BOX  2529 
WEST  LAWN,  PA  19609 
(215)  678-5000 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  In  your  field.  . . . 


700  SPRINGMILL  STREET /y 
MANSFIELD.  OHIO  44903  L/ 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiimmiiimmiiiuiiiitirr 
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The  Complete  News 
And  Marhetplace  For 
Paper  Money  Collectors 


BANK  NOTE  REPORTER  is  the  only  independently  produced 
publication  targeted  exclusively  to  the  paper  money  hobby.  Whether 
it’s  military  currency,  bonds,  world  bank  notes,  obsolete  bank  notes,  or 
U.S.  large  or  small  size  notes,  it’s  all  covered  in  this  one-stop  monthly 
information  source. 

A hobby-wise  staff  keeps  you  on  top  of  the  hobby,  as  you’ll  find 
informative  articles,  new  issues,  auction  sales,  show  listings,  market 
values,  descriptive  photos  and  historical  perspectives  on  various  paper 
money  issues,  all  designed  to  make  the  hobby  more  interesting  and 
profitable  for  you. 

$17.50  per  year  (Add  $6.00  per  year  if  outside  the  U.S.). 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990 


ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 

OF  THE  WORLD 
ARE  REGULARLY  OFFERED 
IN  OUR  AUCTIONS, 

INCLUDING  LOCAL  STAMPS, 

Revenues  & non-postal  items. 

All  such  material  is  handled  with  care 

AND  UNDERSTANDING 

Can  we  help  you  ? 

In  Buying  or  Selling  you  cannot 

DO  BETTER  THAN  CONTACT 


CHRISTIE’S 

ROBSON  LOWE 


U.S.  Agents: 

Scott  Trepel,  502  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y  10022  or 
Gordon  Torrey,  5118  Duvall  Dr.,  Bethesda,  Md.  20816 


Above:  Great  Britain  Surface  Printed  Essays  by  Perkins  Bacon 
1879;  top  of  page:  1883  imperf  proof  from  the  imprimatur 
sheet,  both  from  the  collection  of  J.O.  Griffiths  former  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society  of  London,  sold  on 
April  9th  1986  by  Christies  - Robson  Lowe 

47  Duke  Street,  St.  James's,  London,  SWIY  6QX 

Cables:  "Stamps  London  SWl"  Telex:  8950974 


HARMERS 

INTERNATIONAL 


M'\ 

'' 


WHEN  YOU  ARE  READY  TO  SELL 

...HARMERS  MAKES  THAT 
IMPORTANT  DIFFERENCE 

The  expertise  of  the  Harmer  professional  staffs  in  New  York 
and  London,  if  added  up,  would  total  approximately 
400  years! 

Your  stamps  will  know  the  difference.  And  so  will  you 
when  the  Harmer  know-how  brings  you  top  return 
for  your  single  rarities  or  collections. 


Send  for  our  free  brochure  “Philatelic  Selling” 
which  describes  the  comprehensive  services 
available  from  Harmers.  Then,  should  you 
have  any  questions  regarding  our 
Auction,  Private  Treaty,  or  outright 
sale,  call,  in  New  York,  our 
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